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2 March, 2019
	 •	 President of Senegal Macky 

Sall has won the re-election 
with 58.27% of votes cast.

	 •	 More than 50% votes to a 
candidate imply that there 
would be no second round 
voting under the election system of Senegal.

	 •	 Senegal is often referred to as the biggest 
Indophile of West Africa since it is greatly 
influenced by a range of Indian cultural elements 
ranging from Hindi cinema to the concept of 
caste and outcaste.

3 March, 2019
	 •	The re-appointment of P K 

Bezbaruah as the Chairman 
of Tea Board for a second 
tenure has been approved.

	 •	He was the first non-IAS 
chairman of the Tea Board.

	 •	He was instrumental in initiating a revamp of the 
old electronic auctioning system in association 
with the IIM Bengaluru.
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CHAIRMAN OF TEA BOARD

19 March, 2019
	 •	Pramod Sawant, who was 

the speaker in the Goa 
assembly was sworn-in as 
the new Chief Minister of 
Goa following the demise of 
Manohar Parrikar.

NEW CM OF GOA

	 •	Pramod Sawant was elected as Speaker after 
the 2017 polls. He was the youngest Speaker 
from among all State Legislative Assemblies 
at that time.

25 March, 2019
	 •	The Defence Ministry has announced the 

appointment of Vice Admiral Karambir Singh 
as the next Navy chief.

	 •	He will succeed Admiral 
Sunil Lanba, who is 
retiring on 31 March.

	 •	Vice Admiral Karambir 
Singh has been 
honoured with Ati Vishist Seva Medal and Param 
Vishist Seva Medal (2018) for his service.

NEW NAVAL CHIEF

4 March, 2019
	 •	Aerospace scientist and 

Chief of the Defence 
Research Development 
Organisation (DRDO), 
G Satheesh Reddy has 
been conferred the Missile 
Systems Award 2019 
by the American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics.

	 •	Satheesh Reddy shares the award with Rondell 
J. Wilson, a former Principal Engineering Fellow 
of Raytheon Missile Systems

	 •	He is the first Indian and first person outside 
the USA to be awarded this prestigious award 
in nearly four decades.

DRDO CHIEF CONFERRED  INTERNATIONAL AWARD

AWARDS
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4 March, 2019
	 •	The Odisha State Disaster 

Management Authority 
(OSDMA) has bagged the 
SKOCH Award, 2018.

	 •	It has received the 
award for its remarkable 
achievements in the field 
of disaster management.

	 •	The SKOCH Award is being presented since 
2003 to individuals and institutions having done 
meritorious works in the field of governance, 
finance, banking, disaster management, technology, 
corporate citizenship, economics and inclusive 
growth by Skoch Group. 

SKOCH AWARD

4 March, 2019
	 •	Indian Air Force Wing 

Commander Abhinandan 
Varthaman has been chosen 
for the first Bhagwan Mahavir 
Ahimsa Puraskar constituted 
by the Akhil Bharatiya 
Digambar Jain Mahasamiti.

	 •	The award which carries a cash prize of Rs. 2.51 
lakh, a memento and a citation will be presented 
to Abhinandan Varthaman on April 17 on the 
occasion of Mahavir Jayanti.

AWARD FOR ABHINANDAN  VARTHAMAN

7 March, 2019
	 •	Swachh Survekshan Awards are given by the Union 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs based on 
the survey which covered all urban local bodies 
in the country.

	 •	Indore was adjudged India’s cleanest city for the 
third straight year. The second and third positions 
were clinched by Ambikapur in Chhattisgarh and 
Mysore in Karnataka. 

	 •	Ahmedabad has been named the cleanest big city 
with a population of more than ten lakh.

	 •	Ujjain has been awarded cleanest medium 
city having a population between 3 lakh to 
10 lakh.

SWACHH SURVEKSHAN AWARDS 2019

	 •	New Delhi Municipal Council area was given 
the ‘Cleanest Small City’ award.

10 March, 2019
	 •	The bilingual correspondent 

with the BBC Priyanka 
Dubey has been named for 
the Chameli Devi Jain Award 
for an Outstanding Woman 
Journalist for the year 2018.

	 •	She was awarded for her multi-faceted, 
investigative and interrogative reportage which 
took up the burning and complex social and 
political issues and uncovering the reality 
underlying them showing them to be layered, 
complex, and variegated.

CHAMELI DEVI JAIN AWARD

10 March, 2019
	 •	Raghuram Rajan, former 

governor of RBI has 
been chosen for the 
‘Yashwantrao Chavan 
National Award 2018’ 
by Yashwantrao Chavan 
Prathisthan.

	 •	He is being awarded for his contribution to 
economic development.

	 •	Raghuram Rajan is credited with steering Indian 
economy during turbulent times during the post-
global financial crisis period.

YASHWANTRAO CHAVAN NATIONAL AWARD

11 March, 2019
	 •	The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India has 

won the First Prize in the category of TV Cinema 
Spot at the prestigious international Golden City 
Gate Tourism Awards 2019.

	 •	They are the annual awards for the various 
categories related to the Tourism and Hospitality 
sectors.

	 •	The patron of the award is the Federal Association 
of German Film and Av Producers e.V. in 
Wiesbaden.

INDIA WINS GOLDEN CITY GATE 
TOURISM AWARDS 2019
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6 March, 2019
	 •	The government of 

Karnataka has launched 
the water conservation 
scheme Jalamrutha.

	 •	The scheme focuses on 
drought-proofing measures, including protection 
and rejuvenation of water bodies.

	 •	Under the scheme, scientific approaches will be 
deployed for water budgeting, water harvesting 
and water conservation through the use of 
geospatial data, satellite imagery, topographical 
and geological data.

JALAMRUTHA SCHEME

14 March, 2019
	 •	A study in China has shown that air pollution 

raises diabetes risk in China.
	 •	The study was conducted by researchers from 

Fuwai Hospital in 
Beijing and Emory 
University in the US and 
was published online 
by journal Environment 
International.

	 •	Long-term exposure to harmful smog particles 
increases the risk of diabetes, The study provides 
evidence for a link between the country’s air 
pollution and the disease.

20 March, 2019
	 •	Karen Uhlenbeck is the first 

women to win the Prestigious 
Abel Prize.

	 •	The US Mathematician has 
been chosen for the Abel 
Prize 2019 for her fundamental 
work in geometric analysis and 
gauge theory, which has dramatically changed the 
mathematical landscape.

	 •	Abel Prize is named after the 19th century 
Norwegian mathematician Niels Henrik Abel.

AIR POLLUTION—A CAUSE OF DIABETES

ABEL PRIZE

19 March, 2019
	 •	Uttar Pradesh is taking 

a census of otters in its 
protected areas for the 
first time.

	 •	The census has begun 
in the Pilibhit Tiger Reserve (PTR).

	 •	A thriving population of otters means a healthy 
ecosystem.

25 March, 2019
	 •	Peter Tabichi is a Maths 

and Physics teacher at 
Keriko Secondary School 
in Pwani Village, in a 
remote part of Kenya’s 
Rift Valley.

	 •	He has won the prestigious Global Teacher Prize 
2019 which honours the world’s best teacher.

	 •	He was honoured for his achievements in a 
deprived school with crowded classes and a few 
textbooks.

OTTER CENSUS IN UTTAR PRADESH

GLOBAL TEACHER AWARD

5 March, 2019
	 •	India will collaborate with Bhutan, Nepal, Indonesia 

and Malaysia to increase the population of three 
species of Asian Rhinos namely Greater one-
horned rhinoceros, Javan rhino, and Sumatran 
rhino.

	 •	India, Bhutan, Nepal, Indonesia and Malaysia have 
signed the New 
Delhi Declaration 
on Asian Rhinos 
2019 for their 
conservation and 
protection.

	 •	This decision was taken at  the Second Asian 
Rhino Range Countries Meet organised by 
the Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Ministry in collaboration with IUCN Asian 
Rhino Specialist Group, WWF-India and 
Aaranyak.

NEW DELHI DECLARATION ON INDIAN RHINO 2019

ENVIRONMENT

20 March, 2019
	 •	A study has shown that 

fishing, and coral reef 
degradation threaten 
parrotfish in Andaman.

	 •	Bumphead Parrotfish occurs unevenly, with most 
sightings from only two islands and with an 

BUMPHEAD PARROT FISH THREATENED
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apparently very small density in Andaman and 
Nicobar.

	 •	Incidental catch by fishers and degradation of 
coral reef habitats are two potential threats to 
the species.

IMPORTANT DAYS

4 March, 2019
	 •	World Wildlife Day 2019 

was observed on March 
3rd with the theme ‘Life 
below water: for people 
and planet.’

	 •	World Wildlife Day also complements the efforts 
under the Sustainable Development Goal #15 
which focuses on halting biodiversity loss.

22 March, 2019
	 •	March 21 was celebrated 

as World Down Syndrome 
Day.

	 •	The theme of the 2019 
World Down Syndrome 
Day is “Leave no one 
behind”.

	 •	Even though Down’s Syndrome is incurable, 
the quality of life of those suffering could be 
considerably improved by giving proper medical 
support and encouragement.

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY

WORLD DOWN SYNDROME  DAY

8 March, 2019
	 •	International Women’s Day celebrates the social, 

economic, cultural and political achievements of 
women.

	 •	The theme of 
the International 
Women’s Day 
2019 is “Think 
equal, build smart, innovate for change”.

	 •	The theme focuses on innovative ways in which we 
can advance gender equality and the empowerment 
of women, particularly in the areas of social 
protection systems, access to public services and 
sustainable infrastructure.

22 March, 2019
	 •	International Day of Forests 2019 was observed 

on March 21st with the theme ‘Forests 
and Education’ to raise awareness on how 

INTERNATIONAL WOMAN’S DAY

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FORESTS

14 March, 2019
	 •	The theme of the World Kidney Day 2019 is 

Kidney Health for Everyone Everywhere.

	 •	The theme emphasises universal health coverage 
(UHC) for prevention and early treatment of 
kidney disease.

	 •	It is a a global health awareness campaign focusing 
on the importance of the kidneys and reducing 
the frequency and impact of kidney disease and 
its associated health problems worldwide.

WORLD KIDNEY DAY

16 March, 2019
	 •	The theme of the World 

Consumer Rights Day 
2019 is “Trusted Smart 
Products”.

	 •	The theme aims to 
highlight what consumers want and need from 
a connected world and how important it is to put 
them at the heart of the development of these 
digital products and services.

	 •	March 15 is observed as World Consumer Rights 
Day to raise global awareness about consumer 
rights and needs.

WORLD CONSUMER RIGHTS DAY

21 March, 2019
	 •	The International Day 

of Happiness 2019 was 
celebrated on March 20 
with the theme ‘Happier 
Together,’ focusing on what 
we have in common, rather 
than what divides us.

	 •	The concept of International Day of Happiness 
was conceptualised and materialised by UN special 
advisor Jayme Illien to inspire and spread a 
happiness movement globally.

	 •	The first ever International Day of Happiness 
was observed on March 20, 2013.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF HAPPPINESS
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24 March, 2019
	 •	World Meteorological Day 2019 was observed on 

March 23 with the theme “The Sun, the Earth 
and the weather”.

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL DAY 

25 March, 2019
	 •	World Tuberculosis Day is celebrated to raise 

awareness about 
the devastating 
consequences of 
TB and how to 
end the global 
epidemic of this lung disease.

	 •	World Tuberculosis Day 2019 was observed on 
March 24th with the theme “It’s time”.

	 •	The theme draws attention towards the urgency 
to act on the commitments made by global 
leaders to build accountability regarding TB 
and increase access of prevention and treatment 
of TB.

WORLD TUBERCULOSIS DAY

28 March, 2019
	 •	World Theatre Day 

was initiated by the 
International Theatre 
Institute in 1962.

	 •	World Theatre Day 
is observed annually on March 27 with an aim 
to generate awareness about the importance of 
theatre arts, how they played an important role 
in the field of entertainment and the changes that 
theatre brings in the life.

22 March, 2019
	 •	World Poetry Day is observed 

every year on March 21st by 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO).

	 •	It  aims to promote the reading, writing, publishing 
and teaching of poetry throughout the world.

WORLD THEATRE DAY

WORLD POETRY DAY

22 March, 2019
	 •	The International Day for the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination 2019 
was observed on 
March 21st with the 
theme ‘Mitigating 
and countering rising 
nationalist populism and extreme supremacist 
ideologies’.

	 •	The International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination aims to fight against all 
forms of racial intolerance.

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

23 March, 2019
	 •	World Water Day 2019 

was observed on 22 
March with the theme 
‘Leaving no one behind’.

	 •	The World Water Day 2019 encourages people 
to focus towards marginalised groups as these 
are often overlooked and discriminated against 
when they try to access safe water.

WORLD WATER DAY

sustainably managed 
forests provide a wide 
array of contributions.

	 •	The theme ‘Forests and 
Education’ underscores 
the importance of 
education at all levels in achieving sustainable 
forest management and biodiversity conservation.

	 •	The theme recognises the critical role the Earth’s 
nearest star plays in 
what transpires on 
the planet.

	 •	It is observed to 
commemorate the 
coming into force 
of the Convention 
establishing the World Meteorological Organization 
on 23 March 1950.

YOUNG SCIENTIST PROGRAMME BY ISRO

SCIENCE

5 March, 2019
	 •	The Indian Space 

Research Organisation 
(ISRO) has launched 
the Young Scientist 
Programme (Yuva 
Vigyani Karyakram).
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	 •	This will help to impart  basic knowledge on 
space technology, space science and applications 
to the young ones to arouse their interest in space 
activities.

	 •	For the Young Scientist Programme, ISRO will 
select over 100 students from across India and 
give them practical experience of how satellites 
are built.

12 March, 2019
	 •	Astronomers from Thiruvananthapuram and 

Mumbai have identified a new population of 
ultraviolet stars in the globular cluster NGC 
2808 using the Indian multi-wavelength space 
observatory AstroSat, launched in September 2015.

	 •	AstroSat is India’s dedicated multi-wavelength 
space observatory which endeavours for a more 
detailed understanding of our universe.

12 March, 2019
	 •	Vastradan Campaign 

initiated by the 
erstwhile royal family 
of Udaipur has set 
the Guinness World 
Record for the largest collection of clothes for 
donation.

	 •	The campaign had collected more than 3 lakh 
items of clothing.

GLOBULAR CLUSTER NGC 2808

VASTRADAN SETS GUINNESS WORLD RECORD

27 March, 2019
	 •	Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi announced that 
India has successfully 
test-fired an anti-satellite 
(A-SAT) missile by 
shooting down a live 
satellite.

	 •	The project named as Mission Shakti was led by the 
Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) and was aimed at strengthening India’s 
overall security.

MISSION SHAKTI

4 March, 2019
	 •	The Central 

I n d u s t r i a l 
Security Force 
(CISF) created 
a new Guinness 
World Record.

	 •	They made the record for the longest single moving 
line bicycle parade at the Yamuna Expressway.

CISF MAKES WORLD RECORD

MISCELLANEOUS 

	 •	The world record was attempted to commemorate 
the 50 years of the paramilitary force CISF.

	 •	For creating the World Record the personnel of the 
central force rode 1,327 bicycles non-stop with a 
uniform distance between bicycles in a single line.

	 •	The CISF broke the earlier record of Hubballi 
bicycle club of India which had 1,235 bicycles in 
a single chain.

5 March, 2019
	 •	Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a National 

Common Mobility Card (NCMC), which can 
be used to make 
payments across 
public transport 
anywhere in the 
country.

	 •	This includes. 
Metro, bus and 
suburban railways, for toll and parking, and for 
retail like any credit or debit card.

	 •	Referred to as “One Nation One Card”, this inter-
operable transport card would allow the holders 
to pay for their bus travel, toll taxes, parking 
charges, retail shopping and even withdraw money.

NATIONAL COMMON MOBILITY CARD

8 March, 2019
	 •	Prime Minister Narendra Modi has unveiled the 

new series of visually impaired friendly coins of 
various denominations.

	 •	The new series of coins are characterised by the 
increasing size and weight from lower to higher 
denominations.

	 •	These new coins will facilitate the visually 
impaired to do transactions with ease together 
with instilling confidence in them.

COINS FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED
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3 March, 2019
	 •	A Centre for Disability Sports will soon be set 

up at Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh.
	 •	The centre would create an improved sports 

infrastructure to ensure effective participation of 
persons with disabilities in sports activities and 
also enable them to compete at national and 
international levels.

THE CENTRE FOR DISABILITY SPORT IN GWALIOR

21 March, 2019
	 •	Kazakhstan has renamed its capital Astana to 

Nursultan to honour outgoing leader Nursultan 
Nazarbayev.

	 •	Nursultan Nazarbayev served nearly 30 years as 
leader of the oil-rich nation.

	 •	The announcement regarding this was made by 
the new president Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and 
was approved by the parliament of Kazakhstan.

KAZAKHSTAN’S CAPITAL RENAMED

5 March, 2019
	 •	The Olympic Council 

of Asia (OCA) has 
decided to reintroduce 
Cricket in the 2022 
Asian Games to be held 
at Hangzhou, China.

	 •	Earlier Cricket had 
featured in 2010 and 
2014 Asian Games but was dropped from the 
2018 Asian Games.

	 •	In another major decision, the OCA has agreed 
to invite Oceania countries including Australia 
to compete at the 2022 Asian Games.

4 March, 2019
	 •	The Dan Kolov Wrestling event is named after 

wrestling legend Doncho Kolеv Danev better 
known by the ring name Dan Kolov.

	 •	The wrestling event was being held at Ruse, 
Bulgaria.

	 •	The medal winners for India at the Dan Kovlov 
2019 wrestling event includes: Bajrang Punia 
won gold in the Men’s freestyle wrestling 65kg 
category. Pooja Dhanda claimed gold in the 
Women’s 59kg category. Sakshi Malik claimed 
silver medal in the Women’s 65kg category. 
Sandeep Tomar claimed silver medal in the Men’s 
61kg category. Vinesh Phogat claimed silver medal 
in the Women’s 53kg category.

CRICKET IN ASIAN GAMES

DAN KOLOV 2019

	 •	Through the Vastradan Campaign, over 3,29,250 
pieces of clothing from over 76,000 donors were 
collected and distributed to the needy.

29 March, 2019
	 •	Tashigang, a small Himachal Pradesh village has 

got the distinction of the highest polling station 
in the worl.

	 •	Tashigang is located at an altitude of 15,256 feet.
	 •	Tashigang polling station falls in Buddhist-

dominated Lahaul-Spiti and forms part of the 
Mandi Lok Sabha seat, the second largest 
constituency in India.

HIGHEST POLLING STATION IN THE WORLD

2 March, 2019
	 •	At the Makran 

Cup Boxing  
in Iran, India 
has won one 
gold, five silver 
medals and 
two bronze.

	 •	Lone Gold Medal for India was won by National 
champion Deepak Singh in the 49kg category.

	 •	The Silver Medalists are: P Lalitha Prasad in 
the 52kg category, Manish Kaushik in the 60kg 
category, Duryodhan Singh Negi in the 69kg 
category, Sanjeet in the 91kg category and Satish 
Kumar in +91kg category.

MAKRAN CUP BOXING

SPORTS


